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• Ph.D. Saybrook University, M.Ed. Valparaiso University

• Publications: Integrating Humane Pedagogy and Whole School Sustainability: A Critical 

Examination of a Justice-Based, Universally Inclusive Curricular Framework
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• Graduate Certificate Valparaiso University

• Publications: The Mythology of the Animal Farm in Children’s Literature: Over the 

Fence; The Animal Other in Narratives of Conquest: Uncanny Encounters

Co-Facilitation of Faculty Learning Communities & Focus Groups since 2016

Humane Education, 
Our Backgrounds



“In order to make most good, least harm choices, 

and create a humane and sustainable world, we are 

going to have to become adept at making 

connections. Single-issue thinking and taking sides 

when issues are presented to us in simplistic terms 

will have to give way to far more nuanced research, 

consideration, and decision making.”

Zoe Weil, President and Founder, Institute of 

Humane Education

Theoretical Framework

• Obtain accurate information 

• Think deeply, critically, systemically

• Look for connections

• Make compassionate, responsible choices 

• Develop MOGO solutions that benefit the 

planet & all living creatures

Key Principles

 Most Good, Least Harm: A Simple Principle for a Better World and Meaningful Life

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/5760459


noun

a person who identifies inhumane, unsustainable, and unjust systems and then 

develops solutions that are healthy and equitable for people, animals, and the 

environment.

adjective

pertaining to or characterized by solving problems in a strategic, systemic way that 

does the most good and least harm to people, animals, and the environment.

What is a 
Solutionary?

What is a Solutionary? | Solutionary Education | Institute for Humane Education

https://humaneeducation.org/what-is-a-solutionary/
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Integrating Humane Pedagogy (Krivas 2022)

What is the solutionary process?

• Think global, act local

• Cultivate compassion 

• Support the whole person

• Develop agency & voice

• Build community 

• Reigniting hope

Key Outcomes
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Integrating Humane Pedagogy (Krivas 2022)

What is the solutionary process?
1. Cultivate compassion by sharing a story or experience 

2. Learn about issues in your community and world 

3. Identify a specific problem you care about solving 

4. Connect with stakeholders and those working to solve the 

problem (thinking locally) 

5. Identify the causes of the problem thinking critically and 

considering systems and factors related to psychology, worldviews, 

and mindsets 

6. Determine who/what are harmed, and who/what benefits 

7. Research what has been done so far to solve the problem 

8. Devise solutions that do the most good least harm (MOGO) and 

consider the ripple effect on the planet and all living beings 

9. Determine solutions that are the most solutionary and feasible 

10. Create a plan to implement your solution 

11. Implement your solution 

12. Present your work 

13. Assess, reflect, share, iterate 

14. Celebrate!



Natalie’s Work

Outcomes: prepared for real world; motivated toward 

purposeful career paths; engaged; connected to 

community; enabled & empowered in solving wicked 

issues; more hopeful 

Topics: ethics in IT, value of humanity, sustainability, 

careers in sustainability, community development

English & ESOL Courses at VU Dissertation Research Study 
in San Mateo



Stacy’s Work
CORE 110 & other VU Courses

• Scaffolded Solutionary project replaced the 

traditional service component of the course

• Students self-selected into groups focused 

on animal protection, environmental ethics 

& human rights

• SPAN 231 Solutionary Final Paper

• WLC 494 Solutionary Final Paper and 

Presentation

Outcomes: combination of hands-on service with 

creation of awareness campaigns and resources for a 

long-term Solutionary impact

Topics: wildlife in a local animal shelter; homelessness 

in Valpo; pollution in the Dunes National Park



FLCs, courses, fellowships: Create communities to 
collaborate & support...



Practicing the methodology

“True Price”

What is the true 

price of this 

organic apple?







Understanding the process

“True Price”



Thank you for 
attending our session!


